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Civilians during World War ll Reading for Remembrance Day by Martin Thompson 2021
I’ve been asked to say a few words about the civilians during the Second World War. I don’t know if it’s because Karl thinks
that I’m so old that I will be able to recount experiences from first-hand knowledge or not but I do remember the after-math
of the war. In fact I was born exactly nine months after the war ended....my parent’s victory celebrations perhaps?
Although not as many civilians were killed as service personnel, tens of thousands of civilians in the UK died as a direct result
of the war, let alone countless millions in other parts of the world. World War ll was the deadliest conflict in history. An estimated 70-80 million people perished or about 3% of the 1940 world population. Of these 50-55 million were civilian deaths.
More than half of that number of casualties is accounted for by the dead of the former Soviet Union and Republic of China.
Over the course of the First World War after which this Remembrance Sunday is dedicated, 880,000 British forces died, 6% of
the adult male population and 12.5% of those serving. However, only (and I say only with incredible sadness) around 2,000
civilians died.
In World War ll there were approximately 384,000 British service personnel killed in combat but some 70,000 civilians were
also killed, largely due to German bombing raids during the Blitz: 40,000 civilians died in the seven month period between
September 1940 and May 1941 alone, almost half of them in London.
How did civilians live under these conditions? Well, when war was declared on 3 September, 1939 there was none of the flag
waving patriotism that heralded the First World War. The British people were resigned to the fact that Hitler had to be
stopped by whatever means necessary.
The first eight months were a time of official but unwarranted optimism. Many of the early measures such as the black out
and evacuation of children from the cities to the countryside were in fact very unpopular. But this so called Phoney war was
followed by the miracle of Dunkirk and the fall of France in June, 1940. This left Britain and the Empire alone against Hitler,
until they were joined in 1941 by two powerful allies, the Soviet Union and the United States.
For the next five years the population had to endure Ariel bombardment of towns and cities in the Blitz and then attacks
from the V1 and V2 flying bombs and rockets. Rationing of food began in 1940 and clothes in 1941. By 1943 virtually every
household item was either in short supply, had to be queued for, or was simply unobtainable. Although clothes rationing
ended in March, 1949, food rationing was to continue for another 14 years and only ended on 4 July, 1954. Sweets on the
other hand came off ration on 5 February, 1953. I know. I was there probably at the head of the queue!
What did the civilians do during the war? The British government mobilised civilians more effectively than any other combat
nation. By 1944 a third of the civilian population was engaged in war work including over 7,000,000 women. Civilians worked
in factories, built bridges – Waterloo Bridge is a case in point – worked on the land and many, my father included, who was in
a reserved occupation, joined the police and acted as Air Raid Wardens. An easy job? Not really. They still had to go to work
every day and then do their war job at night. My father never talked about this, but my mother told me that amongst other
things he had to do was to remove dead bodies from bombed buildings.
VE Day in May 1945 found Britain exhausted, drab and in poor shape, but justly proud of its unique role in gaining the Allied
Victory.

SAGB Reading for Remembrance Sunday 14th November 2021
Written by Carol Wood and read by Joanne Logan
On Remembrance Sunday we reflect on the words of Silver Birch, the guide of the trance medium,
Maurice Barbanell, which were published in 1938*1 and still relevant today, over eighty years later.
“Your world thinks it solves its problems by the shedding of blood. But no problem was ever solved in this way, for
bloodshed is needless and leads nowhere. Why cannot they use the reason which the Great Spirit has given them?
Why do they think that their only solution must be to kill as many as possible, that the one who is the greatest
killer is accounted the victor? It is a strange world you live in.
Your world needs our message, the message of the Spirit, the realization of Spirit truths, the knowledge that there
are spiritual laws and guidance both from above and from within, so that in its perplexity it may learn where to
turn to find comfort and guidance and help.”
It is not only people that suffer during wars but also the animals and you may be familiar with the memorial to animals who have helped mankind in Hyde Park, near Park Lane with the thought-provoking inscription, “They had no
choice.”
This year in August, two RAF Police sniffer dogs were awarded the People’s Dispensary for Sick Animals (PDSA)
Order of Merit which is equivalent to the OBE. Alfie, an English Spaniel, was involved in four discoveries of arms,
ammunition, explosives and bomb making equipment in over 600 hours of operations. His colleague, AJ, a Labrador
was involved in eight discoveries in over 1,000 search hours.
The founder of the PDSA, Maria Elisabeth Dickin (known as Mia to her friends), was born 151 years ago on the 22 nd
September, 1870 and there is an English Heritage Blue Plaque at her birthplace, 41, Cassland Road in Hackney.
Maria Dickin was the eldest daughter of William George Dickin, a Wesleyan Minister and his wife Ellen Maria
Dickin. By the time of her passing on the 1st March 1951, aged 80, Maria Dickin had received the OBE and the CBE
in recognition of her work.
A description of Maria Dickin as bright, confident, independent minded, never afraid to voice her beliefs, reminds
me of Mrs St Clair Stobbart (1862-1954, whose portrait is displayed at the SAGB), they both had great determination and drive. Maria was driven by her spiritualist faith and was determined to work to contribute to the family’s
income. In the 1890s Maria opened a successful voice production studio in Wimpole Street.
On the 17th November 1917, after a long struggle for recognition and funding, Maria Dickin opened the first PDSA
in a cellar in Whitechapel, London. This is also the area where Maurice Barbanell (1902-1981), the founder editor
of Psychic News, grew up.
In 1921 Maria Dickin converted a caravan into a horse drawn clinic and with a Veterinary Surgeon travelled around
Britain treating animals and setting up clinics.
In 1943, with the approval of the War Office, Maria Dickin, introduced the Dickin Medal, recognised as the animals
Victoria Cross, which is awarded for exceptional bravery and devotion to duty, to animals in active service.
The bronze medal is engraved with a laurel wreath and the words: “For Gallantry” “We also Serve” and is worn on
a ribbon of dark green, dark brown and pale blue, which represent water, earth and air, symbolising the naval,
military and air forces.
May we always remember all the brave animals who have helped us, including Dickin Medal holders.
One of the Dickin Medal holders buried in the PDSA Animal Cemetary*2, is Peter, a Search and Rescue dog, for his
service in World War II, “For locating victims trapped under blitzed buildings while serving with the Ministry of
Aircraft Production (MAP) attached to the Civil Defence of London.
Carol Wood
*1 Teaching of Silver Birch, edited by A W Austen, (1938), 1973 31-32
* 2 Woodford Bridge Road, Redbridge, Ilford, Essex IG4 5PS

Getting to the SAGB
Very shortly getting to the SAGB will become a lot
easier for those of us north of the river. At present
I have to catch the Northern Line, change to the
Victoria Line to Victoria Station and then catch a
train to Battersea Park Station.
From the end of September the Northern Line
are running with four trains an hour on weekends.
This will mean, for me at least, that I can travel on
the Northern Line from my home to Battersea Park
on the same train. Thereafter it will be a short
seven minute walk to the SAGB.
Once the extension opens there will be an initial
peak of six trains per hour, increasing to 12 trains
per hour by mid 2022. During off-peak times there
will be five trains per hour, doubling to 10 by
mid 2022.
Besides helping me and others to get to the SAGB
(after all that is what counts, isn’t it) it will help regenerate the Vauxhall, Nine Elms and Battersea areas by supporting new jobs, businesses and
homes.
Martin Thompson SAGB Healer and Clinic Leader

SAGB Quiz
1) Where did Ivy Northage first see Helen Hughes demonstrate mediumship?
2) Who wrote the book “Conan Doyle and the Spirits: The Spiritualist Career of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle”?
3) What is the name given to the Coloured emanations which surround the human body and who was the doctor from
St Thomas Hospital, London who investigated this?
4) What was the name of the Circle where Silver Birch spoke?
5) Who was the medium from Blackburn who specialised in reciting the details on the Spirit Communicator’s memorial
card (their full name, age and when they died and the date of death) to establish their identity prior to conveying
their message to the recipient?
6) Who wrote the book “The Edge of the Unknown” (1930)?
7) Who were the two people in Spirit who greeted Sylvia Barbanell’s father after he died?

Quiz Answers
1) At a spiritualists National Union Conference at Kingsway Hall, Holborn.
2) Kelvin I Jones.
3) The aura. Dr Walter J Kilner, of St Thomas Hospital, London researched the aura and recorded the results in his book “The Human Atmosphere”, first published in 1911.
4) Hannen Swaffer’s home circle.
5) Tom Tyrell.
6) Sir Arthur Conan Doyle.
7) Silver Birch and Sylvia’s elder brother who had died in the 1914-18 war.
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